Berrow Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting.
Minutes of the Berrow Annual Parish Meeting held on 24th May 2023 at 7pm at the Berrow and Pendock Village Hall.

Present: 3 members of the Parish, The Chair and Clerk of Berrow Parish Council.

1. Apologies:  John Dudfield.


2. Minutes: The minutes of the Berrow Parish Annual Meeting of 10th May 2022 were confirmed as correct and signed by the Chair of the meeting.


3. Chairman’s report:
This has been quite a momentous and historic year in that we started off with the celebrations for the Queens Platinum Jubilee in May/June 2022, where there was a lovely community picnic event at Pendock Primary school at the end of May. There was also a well-attended Berrow Benefice CAKEFEST event held at Thistledown, the home of Rev Julie and Bob James. Then within months we were extremely sad to learn of the passing of Queen Elisabeth II on the 8 th September whereupon there was a period of national mourning which meant that the council had to postpone the date of our September meeting to accommodate this. We have now just celebrated the coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camilla on the 6 th May, whereupon once again there was a lovely bring and share community event also at the school, which was ably led by Rev’d Julie James but with the help of local people and also Jennie and Ollie Watkins, Jennie having just been newly elected as our District Councillor for the Longdon Ward. I also understand from Elisabeth Rambridge, one of our Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators, that she held two opportunities for people to come and meet her and chat, one at Pendock Cross Church and one here at the village hall on the Monday, which unfortunately were very poorly attended. On a brighter note, we were very pleased to welcome and co-opt Ian Macleod to our group in December 2022, Ian having come to our October meeting to observe before finally deciding to join us. In mid-December the local Pendock shop and post office closed down and is much missed by the community for the service it offered and as a community hub for people to network at. A surprise party was held for Yvonne at the local CofE Pendock primary school which was well attended and where she was given a presentation to mark her many years of service to the community. We continue to seek new members to join us, as the council can total a maximum of 7 and we are currently only 5.
The elections held every 4 years have just happened on the 4 th May and all members completed their nomination forms and returned them to the Malvern Council via our clerk, in the due timeframe. These have now been validified. There was no need for an election for us as such, as we were less in number than the total required. Therefore, all other vacancies are up for co-option and there will be adverts placed in the parish magazine plus word-of-mouth communication. At the May annual meeting no-one came forward for the role of Vice-Chair so no-one was elected and as per our guidelines it was agreed that if the Chair was absent for any reason meetings could still take place led by a suitable councillor as long of course as there was a Quorum. The Annual Return Governance statements for the last year was reviewed by the group who were happy with the compliance of such and the documents were signed off by the Chair. The accounts to the March year end for the year 2022/23 were duly presented, approved and signed off. In December the Clerk presented the Budget for the following year which after minor adjustments including raising the amount paid to the pcc for churchyard maintenance, was approved by the Council and showed a healthy forecast. The precept for 2023/24 remains the same as the previous year. The contract for the Lengthsman’s Scheme with Worcestershire County Council was signed off by the council again. The payments process for the Lengthsman was reviewed and revised in order that he should get his payments more quickly, the council are refunded for this by the council. The council receive reports from the District Councillor, Bronwen Behan, either in person when she is able to attend the meetings or via a report sent to the clerk. Her clear advice and input on activities within the district was welcomed and useful. Sadly, Bronwen has now retired and we wish her well and thank her for her input over the years. 3 new candidates stood for election for District Councillor for the Longdon Ward. Voting took place as usual at the Village Hall. We were pleased to learn that Jennie Watkins, who lives locally and who had been actively campaigning, and come to one of our meetings to introduce herself and her husband, was successful in being elected. We look forward to working with her. At all the meetings the Clerk presents a Finance report which is reviewed and signed off by the council and shows the accounts to be in a healthy state. Various bank mandates have been drawn up to reflect the change of personnel and signatories and are now up to date. Defibrillators in the parish: Cllr. Caroline Samsonoff has been carrying out the Guardian role for the Rye Cross defib and has been liaising with our other guardian, Dan March, the guardian for Hollybush. She can now do her entries on line. Any replacement parts needed have been duly ordered and fitted. There has been a recall of certain defibs in the area for an update on software so we are awaiting news on this for ours as the batteries are due for replacing shortly. The Village Hall: This item will be covered in the report later in the meeting but the hall is now beginning to be used more regularly again by certain weekly groups and all council meetings have been live this year and held in the hall this year. Berrow Parish Council are required to have two representatives on the Village Hall committee who are currently Cllr. Samsonoff and Cllr. Dudfield. Jan Kennedy, our previous clerk and also Treasurer and Secretary of the Village Hall Committee decided to resign from this role at the end of September, and we were pleased to learn that Sheelagh, our current parish clerk would take her place. We are grateful for their input and work and also the input from Rev. Julie and her husband Bob with some of the issues raised of concern building wise. Although not on the committee myself, I have attended a few of the meetings in order to offer any input and gain an insight as to what happens there. Hill Ford Three Shires Stages rally: this was cancelled last September, due to the sad passing of the Queen and there being a period of national mourning at this time. They are planning to hold a rally this year in September again and have offered to come to one of our meetings before this to hear residents’ feedback and concerns. Any planning applications were duly considered and responded to but it is noted that there were still considerably fewer coming through the process than in previous times. One of particular note was to refurbish a building to provide a small low key Visitor Centre at Chase End Street, which should bring in even more tourists to the area.  Finally, I would like to thank our clerk Sheelagh and all the councillors, for their contributions, hard work and support throughout the year.

4. Statement of accounts: The finance officer presented the statement of accounts for the year ending 31st March 2023 which showed a deficit of -£383.21 this included outstanding payments for Salary and Lengthsman’s payments from the previous year. The Parish Council has also had to replace the Defibrillator pads which has added an extra cost to the expenditure. A copy of the accounts is given in Appendix A.


5. Berrow and Pendock Village Hall report: Cllr Samsonoff who is the Berrow PC representative for the Village Hall Committee gave a short report. The drainage investigation work has now been completed, but there is still the issue of the contributions towards the sewerage tank maintenance costs. This is written in a covenant and will be discussed along with the damp problem, meter box charge issues and the proposed refurbishment at the next Village Hall meeting after the Village Hall AGM, which is set for 31st May 2023, 7pm at the Berrow and Pendock Village Hall. 


6. Berrow Charities report: The Annual Meeting of the Trustees of the Susannah Cocks Nanfan Charity and the Poor lands Charity was held on 22nd March 2023 and the minutes have been recorded and are available to view on the Parish Council noticeboard and website. The accounts were found to be correct and it was decided to keep a contingency fund of £1,000 for any future expenses which may occur. The accounts will be uploaded on to the Charities Commission website. The land agents Fisher German have written to the Chair to inform the Charities that they will no longer be acting for them regarding the collection of the annual rent from the land, as it is no longer viable to do so and would be happy to recommend an alternative local company who might be prepared to take on the work. All necessary paperwork regarding this handover will be forwarded to the new land agent from Fisher German and any outstanding monies due to the Charities will be sent directly to the Charities account by bank transfer. It was also noted that the current rolling lease for the land may be due for renewal in the near future. The Clerk will report on this at the next PC meeting. The Lease is currently held with the Clerk and she will produce this for the next meeting. There is currently £1859.22 in the account as per the bank statement of the 14th February, but a further cheque to the local school should now have been cashed bringing the amount down to £1259.22. As the bank signatories and details have now been confirmed to have been altered the next statement should go direct to the Clerk.


7. Any further business: None.


Meeting closed at 7.40pm.
