Berrow Parish Council.


The minutes of the meeting of Berrow Parish Council held at Berrow and Pendock Village Hall at 7.00pm on 12th October 2022.



Present: Cllrs Ruth Coates (RC)(Chair), John Dudfield (JD), Caroline Samsonoff (CS), Philip Thompson (PT).

In Attendance: The Parish Council Clerk, and 3 members of the public.	


	There were no matters for discussion before the meeting so no adjournment for the discussion of views.



The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and said that the September meeting had to be postponed due to the sad news of the passing of Queen Elisabeth II, and the nation being in a period of national mourning. The Council had passed on their condolences to the Royal family.


1. Apologies: None

2. Declaration of interests: All councillors are reminded of their duty to keep their register of interests updated and were asked to declare any personal interests in items on the agenda.

3. Minutes: The minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 10th May 2022 were approved and signed by the Chair.

4. Progress reports:

a. Parish Councillor Vacancies. There is still a need for a further three Councillors to make up the number of 7. Interest has been shown by a local man who attended the meeting as an observer and wanted to learn more about what the position entails before committing himself. RC to send him the Parish Boundary map.

b. Village Hall. Following Janice’s decision to resign as the Treasurer/secretary effective from 30th September 2022, it was agreed that Sheelagh Tooze will be her replacement and become the new Treasurer/secretary. It has now been confirmed that the current lease on the Village Hall still has 16yrs remaining so this now makes the proposed improvements more likely to go ahead. There are still a few legal issues to finalise before any work can be carried out, but in the meantime the Village Hall Committee are seeking quotes for the work needed to be done. JD also informed the Cllrs that the cause of the major damp issue has possibly been discovered and will need further investigation as to the cost of putting this right. The damp problem is the most important issue and once we have more idea of what this will entail and cost, we can then move forward. JD reported that a quote for the damp is being sought. So far only one quote has been received from a local builder which would leave little funds left in the budget for any other work to be carried out. The Committee have requested a new revised /trimmed down quote from the builder and are still awaiting this. It has been suggested by fellow local Cllrs that perhaps sourcing the quotes for the work from separate trades rather than just the one builder may also be an idea and are willing to arrange this. The next committee meeting is planned for the 30th November.

5. Action Tracker Report. The Action tracker was reviewed and updated and is attached to these minutes.  Appendix A.

6. Finance report. The Clerk reported on the transactions since the last meeting and is attached to these minutes. (Appendix B.) The Clerk also reported that the Lengthsman is currently waiting 90 days for his payment from WCC. The Cllrs agreed that this was unacceptable and was proposed by RC and seconded by JD that he will receive his payments upon completion of the work from the Parish Council as from the date of this meeting. The Council will then be refunded by Worcestershire County Council.

 Bank mandates. The most recent bank statements received had now been sent to the correct updated contact details, so therefore the application must have finally been actioned by the bank.

7. Correspondence.  
a. Planning notices. The refurbishment of an existing ladder store to provide a visitor centre Location Chase end street, Bromsberrow was considered and approved by the Parish Council.
b. Three Shires Rally. The Parish Council were informed by the organisers of this planned event, that upon the sad news of the passing of Queen Elizabeth II it was decided to cancel this year’s rally.
c. Road closures. The A438 at the Hollybush junction with Whiteleaved Oak will be temporary closed for 5 days commencing 31st October for underground Telecom work by Openreach, there will be an alternative route via Hollybush, Berrow, Camers Green and Chase End Street and vice versa. There will be access allowed to Land or premises where no other form of access is available.

8. Queens Platinum Jubilee and Green Canopy. This is still something that the Parish Council are keen to support but as yet there is still no suitable site to plant a tree. It has been suggested that perhaps a bench can be placed with a memorial plaque to commemorate this on the triangle of land opposite the Village Hall by the large oak tree. The Clerk will investigate as to who owns this land and if any permission is required to do this and PT will price up the cost of a bench and CS for the cost of a plaque. This will be put on hold for the moment.

9. Berrow Charities update. RC gave an explanation about the Susannah Cocks Nanfan Charity and The Poor lands Charity. The annual rental income from the land was traditionally distributed to the poor, vunerable and old people of Berrow Parish but in these days is no longer done this way as other funding ideas were adopted. RC reported that there was currently £1740.83 in the account and funds are available again for distributing, whilst keeping a balance of £1000.00 in the account for contingencies. There are 2 Defibrillators in the Parish, and the Rye Cross one is now due for the rather expensive battery to be replaced. It was proposed by JD and seconded by CS that funds should be used for this purpose and any money left should be given to the local Upton foodbank. The Charities Commission website will now need updating as the Trustees have now changed, Cllr Lewis has left the Parish Council and is no longer a trustee of the charities and will need to be taken off the register and website. PT has agreed to be a Trustee and his details will need to be added. Annual accounts to March 2022 to be uploaded to the CC site also.

10. District / County Councillors report. Unfortunately, our local Cllr Bronwen Bethan could not attend the meeting and has sent her apologies along with a short report. This included District Council Business and also to inform the Parish Council that the enforcement of the building on Farley’s land is still proceeding and has now at legal/prosecution stage.

11. Councillors reports and items for future agenda. The Cllrs had nothing to report. The Clerk fed back on Neighbourhood Planning and is going to attend some training on this shortly for her role as Clerk to Pendock Parish Council.

12. Date of next meeting. The next meeting of Berrow Parish Council will be the Budget meeting and will be held on 7th December 2022 at 6.30pm in the Berrow and Pendock Village Hall.

Meeting closed at 8.15pm.

