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Berrow Parish Council
The minutes of the meeting of Berrow Parish Council held at Berrow and Pendock Village Hall at 7.30pm on 10th March 2023.

Present. Cllrs Ruth Coates RC (Chair), Caroline Samsonoff CS, Philip Thompson PT and Ian Macleod IM.
In attendance. The Parish Council Clerk and 4 members of the public.
Introductions. The Councillors were delighted to have Jennie Watkins (District Councillor Candidate) come along to the meeting to introduce herself and provide them with a brief bio of herself and her background as a Councillor.  District Councillor Bronwen Behan who has served the community for many years has decided to stand down from her position and Jennie is hopeful of being elected in her place. We would like to take this opportunity to wish Bronwen a long and happy retirement from the District Council and thank her for all her years of dedication and hard work within the community.

1. Apologies: Cllr John Dudfield JD.

2. Declaration of interests: All Councillors are reminded of their duty to keep their register of interests updated and were asked to declare any personal interests in items on the agenda.

3. Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th December 2022 were approved and signed by the Chair.

4. Progress reports: 
a. Parish Councillor vacancies/Potential co-option of new Councillor. The Parish Council have 7 places available, only 5 of these are now taken so there are still 2 places to fill. With the coming election is has not been possible to advertise this until the election has taken place. Mr Ian Macleod will be submitting a nomination paper along with the existing Councillors, as is required by law whenever a District Election takes place. He will be taking up the 5th place in the Parish Council. The advert for 2 more Councillors will be placed in the Parish Magazine in June.
b. Village Hall update: The Chair gave a brief explanation to the guests of how the Village Hall is run by a committee, and how they now have funds available, due to a Covid grant to extensively renovate the tired and dysfunctional kitchen and general appearance of the building along with some minor structural repairs which are needed. The representatives from Berrow PC are Cllrs CS and JD. Cllr CS gave an explanation as to where the refurbishment plans are at the moment: The sewerage/drainage issues have now been surveyed and corrected. (Rev Julie gave a briefing regarding the issues which led to this being done. This was discussed in the previous meeting in December, but was explained again for the benefit of the guests). The damp also previously discussed, has now been surveyed and a quote has been given to the secretary/treasurer of the VH Committee to be discussed at the next meeting. The outside lights which were not working have now been replaced.
c. Defibrillators recall update: The 2 defibrillators belonging to the Parish Council which for information are placed at Ellis Dawes and Hollybush road, are due for a recall to update the software. (This does not affect the performance of the machines and are still in perfect working order). Both have guardians who are responsible for the up-keep and regular checks are done and recorded. They have however had issues getting the recall done, so the Clerk will make contact with the company responsible for this and arrange collection of the machines. This will mean that they will not be available for use during this time which is estimated to be 2-3 days. There is a shortage of de-fibs so a replacement one will not be given. A notice will be displayed giving the location of the next available one during the time it is away being updated.

5. Action reports: The Action tracker was reviewed and up dated and is attached to these minutes.

6. Finance reports: 
a. The Clerk reported on the transactions since the last meeting and is attached to these minutes. This was approved and signed by the Chair.
b. The bank Mandates are all now up to date and signatories confirmed. Statements are now being delivered to the Clerk.

7. Correspondence: 
a. Planning applications. There were no new planning applications to consider.  The planning application for a two storey extension at Prospect Cottage, Netherley Lane, Berrow was approved by MHDC on 16th December 2022.
b. Grit bin: The grit bin situated on Whiting Hill Lane is in need of re filling. The Clerk has informed the Highways and they have no trace of it, this has led to a number of emails to establish that there really is one there and they have now agreed to top it up.
c. Three Shires Rally: The organisers have agreed to meet with the public to discuss any issues and concerns which may be arising from this event. The Clerk will arrange for one of the event organisers to come along to a PC meeting, (which the Rally organisers have stated will have to be after April).  Members of the public will be informed of this so they can come along and air any views or concerns.

8. Election: Whenever there is a District election taking place (every 4 yrs.) This year it is on 4th May, the Parish Councillors will be asked to stand down from their positions and complete forms to be re-elected as Councillors. These forms are then handed in to Malvern District Council for processing and must be handed in by the 4th April. As the number of submissions is less than the number of places available on the Parish Council an election will not be required.

9. Queens Platinum Jubilee: The PC have still yet to make a decision as to how to mark this occasion. Suggestions would be welcome. The Country was asked to do this by way of planting a tree, however there doesn’t seem to be any suitable place in Berrow to be able to do this. A bench in front of the Village Hall is an option, but is still under consideration.

10. King Charles Coronation 6th May 2023:  The King would like everyone to hold street parties on the Sunday 7th May and use the bank holiday Monday 8th May as Volunteer’s Day. Pendock Primary School will be holding a bring-and share picnic party at the school on the Sunday 12-3pm. Monday Volunteering options include School maintenance jobs and Village Hall clear out in preparation for the refurbishment or help in the benefice churchyards etc. If anyone would like to help out with either of these please contact the school Head Hannah Moon, the Clerk of the Parish Council or Rev. Julie James. 

11. Berrow Charities update: The Charities bank account details have still not been updated despite being requested by the Chair sometime ago. A formal complaint has been sent to the bank regarding this and is being looked into. The signatories for the Charities account are Cllr RC and Cllr CS. The amount held in this account totals £1859.22. The annual rent for the Charities land has been received and banked. A donation of £500 was given to the Malvern food bank just before Christmas, and it has been agreed to keep an amount of £1,000 in the account as a contingency for any necessary repairs/upkeep which may be needed on the land. The AGM is to be held on 22nd March 2023.

12. District Councillors report: Correspondence from Cllr Bronwen Behan reported that the Issues previously raised regarding the planning enforcement notice served to the owners of Farley’s ground in Berrow is still ongoing and has now gone legal and could take several months to be resolved. The Council would like to thank Bronwen for all her efforts with this and hopefully will be inherited by her successor to be followed up.

13. Councillors reports and items for future agenda: The VAS mobile speed camera does not seem to be working. The Clerk will report this to the highways and consider relocating them to make them safer to work on and replace the batteries etc. 

14. Date of next meeting: The next meeting of Berrow Parish Council will be the AGM to be held on Wed 17th May 2023 in the Berrow and Pendock Village Hall at 7pm. 

Meeting closed at 8.45pm.




