Berrow Parish Council
The Minutes of the meeting of Berrow Parish Council held at Berrow and Pendock Village Hall at 6.30pm on Wednesday 6th March 2024.

Present: Cllrs Ruth Coates RC (Chair). J Philip Thomson PT (Vice-Chair) John Dudfield JD.  Ian Macleod IM. Janice Kennedy JK. 
In attendance: The Parish Council Clerk and 2 members of the public.
Apologies: Cllr Caroline Samsonoff and District Cllr Jennie Watkins.
2. Declaration of interest: All Councillors are reminded of their duty to keep their register of interest updated and were asked to declare any personal interests in items on the agenda. 
3. Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 6th December.2023 were approved and signed by the Chair.
4. Progress reports: 
a. Parish Councillor vacancies: Cllr CS may still know of someone who might be interested.
b. Village Hall: Cllr JD as the Vice-Chair of the VHC gave a report. He said there is a working party to start the stripping out of the old kitchen on 23rd March. The online banking mandate was now done and are now waiting for it to be set up. When this is done it has been agreed to transfer the larger sum of funds into a high interest account. The cupboards in the kitchen have now been cleared thanks to Elizabeth Rambridge, but there are still quite a lot of old jumble sale items to be cleared. The benches are to be stored until they can be sold. Plans for a Pumpkin festival is now underway for September.
5. Action tracker: This was reviewed and updated and is attached to these minutes. Appendix A. 
6. Finance report: The Clerk reported on the financial transactions since the last meeting and is attached to these minutes. Appendix B. This was approved and signed by the Chair.
The Chair read out a thank you card from Andrew Rambridge, Treasurer of Berrow with Pendock PCC thanking BPC for their donation of £350 for the maintenance of the Churchyard.
The Chair also read out an email from the Church regarding these donations to inform Parish Councils that this was now officially ok to do this.
7. Correspondence: 
a. Planning applications and road closure notices: 
Jack’s Place. Berrow, Malvern. WR13 6AT. M/24/00005/FUL.
This planning application is for change of use of land and buildings to a mixed use for a day care centre for adults with learning disabilities in addition to the pre-existing agricultural and equine use. Alterations and extension to existing barns, proposed new buildings and  SuDS /wildlife pond. As there was a previous enforcement order on this land which has now been closed, the Parish Council arranged a site visit with Clare Bull ( MHDC Planning officer) to look into any possible outstanding issues and obtain a better prospective on what the project was about. Cllrs RC and I M attended the site meeting along with the Clerk who were welcomed by the site owner Hannah James and her agent. During the visit they were shown around the site and Hannah took them through the ongoing facilities, introduced us to some of the adults in her care and discussed her future plans for the project, proposed alterations and developments. There were some previous drainage issues with the site but these were historic (Farley’s ground) problems which has now been sorted out with the neighbour. The planning officer seemed quite happy with the planning application being processed but has insisted on some conditions being carried out ie: the height of the existing barn has to be lowered. This will have a time limit to be done. The BPC will liaise with Clare Bull to make sure the conditions in the planning process as required are carried out.
b. VAS. There has been no further progress with this.
c. Three Counties Caravan Park. Upper Pendock M/23/00978/FUL.
As this is only a few hundred yards further down the road from Jack’s place Clare Bull kindly offered to come and have a look at the problem of raw sewerage polluting the nearby brook, although she was not the case officer for this. There was evidence of raw sewerage on the day of the visit and the council met one of the residents who explained the background to the problem. He had reported to BPC and had supplied photographic evidence several times previously.
This planning application for a new Sewerage treatment plant has been approved last summer and is awaiting the owner to carry out the work. It has been confirmed that the site owner is in the process of purchasing the land for the new treatment plant and is now waiting for the land to drain before work can start. This is being actively monitored by WRS and the EA. The Clerk read out the correspondence from these bodies.
d. LNRS ( Local nature recovery strategy) Issues and options consultation.
This is a government and Worcestershire County Council scheme that Cllrs PT and CS have looked into this and Cllr PT has replied to the consultation and made some suggestions, he reported, principally:
1. They are developing a "map" which has multiple layers (it is electronic and each layer can be looked at separately or together) . This maps various "threats" (such as risk of water pollution) but also various areas of particular ecological significance (unusual species, high concentration of pollenating insects etc). I have suggested they add layers of farm land and the type of farm land it is and whether it is accessible to the public, and also layers of open space/publicly accessible land - the idea being if for instance there is a project like the King's Canopy, areas of public open land could be identified and funds diverted to resource that area if that makes sense.
There is an interactive map on the website  www.worcestershire.gov.uk/inrs which shows the local special areas for nature.



Lengthsmans report: 
The BPC welcomed Jeremy Moore to the meeting who is the Parish Lengthsman. He gave a report on work he has carried out and issues he has found whilst doing this, all of which have been reported back to WCC.
Everything is in good shape.
Local farmer has cleared all the ditches on and around Church Lane, was to be thanked for his work.
Sledge Green white gates: These are in need of replacing or removing as they are now an eyesore. WCC have no funds available for this, and BPC would have to fund any works so Cllr PT has offered to try and paint them.
Grit bin boxes: He has applied for 2 more but nothing has transpired yet, in the meantime BPC have to supply their own grit for their box on Whiting Hill Lane. Discussions around the most cost-effective way of sourcing this, agreed to continue to review.
Netherley Lane. Gully blocked the landowner has been made aware of this but nothing has been done to rectify the problem. The Clerk will email the landowner to express BPC’s concerns about the flooding caused by this.
Chase End Street: Culvert on Bromsberrow Estate is blocked and causing flooding and the ditches by Perrings Court also need clearing. The Clerk will email Estate manager to report this and copy in Tanya Craig Worc highways.
Camers Green road sign: needs replacing has been reported but nothing has been done so far. Clerk to follow up again.
Some Local road signs are in desperate need of replacing but again WCC have no funds available.
Jeremy also reported that he has completed his LANTRA training course recently and has produced documents to the Clerk to prove this has been done.
8. Coronation Community orchard scheme/Queens Platinum Jubilee/ King Charles Coronation: This will be discussed at the next Charities meeting.
9. Three Shires Car Rally: The Clerk has previously sent an email to the organisers with the concerns made by local residents and the BPC, no further correspondence has been received. The Chair reported that she had heard that the rally was likely to happen again this year.
10. Berrow Charities update: The AGM for the Charities is following this meeting.
11. District/County Councillors reports: District Cllr Jennie Watkins has sent her apologies but has said she will send BPC the forms to get £150 funding towards the Defibrillator costs. 
12. Councillors reports and items for future agenda:
Ledbury Hunt Annual Ball. The BPC has received quite a few complaints regarding a recent event which was held in Berrow. A local landowner allowed an Annual Ball to be held on his land which led to excessive noise until the early hours. This was escalated once the Ball was over with traffic leaving and also a disturbance to which the police were called. The landowner called in person to Cllr RC who lives close by and apologised. He did produce the licence for this event. The organisers also emailed Cllr RC  to formally apologise.
Land to east of Pendock School planning application- Pendock Parish Council held a meeting  on 5th March 2024 in the Pendock School hall.
Cllrs JD and JK attended this meeting. Cllr JK gave a brief account to BPC.
The application had been revised since the original consultation had been put out. She firstly complimented The Chair of PPC Cllr Ed Philipson-Stow for they way he conducted the meeting. The local residents were firstly allowed to air their views and concerns these were mostly from residents adjacent to the proposed development. Concerns raised were that the development was too large and out of sinc with the village, which has few services and little infastructure to support the development, flooding and extra traffic problems. Everyone was allowed time to speak and their views were considered by the Cllrs when it came to the vote.  A few of the Cllrs were reluctant to vote as they had not heard the views of the School or the Church as there were no representatives from these two bodies at the meeting, and would have liked to have heard what they had to say as this may have an effect on the way they voted. The local residents were unhappy about this and insisted that the vote should be taken as it was on the agenda, The vote went ahead and the verdict was 3-1 against the development. The minutes from this meeting are available on the PPC website.
13. Date of next meeting: This will be the AGM and will be held on 15th May 2024 at 7pm.
Meeting closed 8.16pm.

