Berrow Parish Council.


The minutes of the meeting of Berrow Parish Council held at Berrow and Pendock Village Hall at 7.00pm on 7th December. 2022.



Present: Cllrs Ruth Coates (Chair), John Dudfield, Caroline Samsonoff , Philip Thompson .Ian Macleod

In Attendance: The Parish Council Clerk, and 2 members of the public.	


	There were no matters for discussion before the meeting so no adjournment for the discussion of views.





1. Apologies: None


2. Declaration of interests: All councillors are reminded of their duty to keep their register of interests updated and were asked to declare any personal interests in items on the agenda.


3. Minutes: The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12TH October 2022 were approved and signed by the Chair.

4. Progress reports:

a. Co-option of Councillor/Vacancies. The parish Council have received an application for the position of Councillor from Mr Ian Macleod. The application was discussed, duly proposed by Cllr John Dudfield and seconded by Cllr Caroline Samsonoff and was unanimously agreed that Mr Ian Macleod be accepted to the council. The Clerk to arrange for the declaration of office to be signed. There is still a need to fill 2 more places on the Council, to bring the numbers up to the full 7. This was discussed. The Clerk was asked to replace the advert in the Parish Magazine with the correct contact details for applicants to apply to.

b. Village Hall.  An update on the progress of the Village Hall refurbishment was given to the Council by Cllr John Dudfield, who stated that, The committee are still awaiting a revised quote from the original builder based on the agreed changes to the proposed building requirements. There is also the issue of the newly discovered damp, which could be caused by leaking guttering and blocked drainage pipes. This was not included in the original quote so will be at an extra cost. Cllr Simon Fellows (Pendock Parish Council) has agreed to discuss the requirements with his contacts and also provide a quote for the work. Cllr Trevor Bell (Chair Pendock Parish Council) expressed concerns that the committee could spend a lot of money, then not get the lease renewed. There is also the issue of gaining permission for the proposed work from the lease holders and the 10% contribution towards any work carried out from them. The treasurer/secretary is currently looking into this and will report back to the committee. The outside light above the entrance was reported as not working, but on inspection it is a fire safety light which will only come on if there is a fire. There is a need for better outside lighting, especially when leaving the building in the winter, so perhaps this could also be included in the improvement costs.
There will be another Village Hall Committee meeting to be held on 11th January 2023 at 6.30pm at the Berrow and Pendock Village Hall.


5. Action Tracker Report. The Action tracker was reviewed and updated and is attached to these minutes.  

6. Finance report.

a. The Clerk reported on the transactions since the last meeting and is attached to these minutes, this was approved and signed by the Chair. 
b. Bank mandates. This has now all been done and up to date.
c. The draft budget for FY23/24 was explained to the Council by the Clerk, was approved by the Council subject to some minor alterations. It was suggested that the Clerk receives a 5% pay increase from 1st April 2023 and the annual donation to the Berrow and Pendock PCC for the maintenance of the churchyard  would now be raised to £350, as it had not been raised for over 10yrs. ( A letter of thanks had been received for last years donation from Andrew Rambridge, Treasurer pf the PCC Which was read out. It also explained what the monies are put towards.) The increases were proposed by Cllr Philip Thompson and seconded by Cllr Caroline Samsonoff and unanimously agreed by the Council. 
d. The Precept for FY23/24 was discussed and it was decided to keep it at the same amount as last year £2550 and was therefore approved by the Council.


7. Correspondence.  
a. Planning notices. The extension to the commercial building at Ellis Dawe and son’s Birtsmorton received no objections from the Council.
b. Redmarley proposed planning application. The large-scale development which was planned for the village has been turned down by the planners, so there is nothing more to report on this matter.


8. Queens Platinum Jubilee and Green Canopy. This is still something that the Parish Council are still keen to support and will be up for discussion at the next meeting.


9. Berrow Charities update. The Clerk reported that the balance in the Charities account now stood at £2359. The annual rent from the 2 fields had just come in from the agents. It was agreed that £1000 should be held back for contingencies, £500 will be sent to the Upton food bank as a matter of urgency before Christmas. The defibrillator’s in Hollybush and Ellis Dawe’s may both be in need of new batteries very soon. As one of them was originally funded from the Charities account it was agreed to cover the cost of these as well.


10. District / County Councillors report. There was nothing to report.


11. Councillors reports and items for future agenda. The Cllrs had nothing to report. However, the Chair reported that the local Pendock Village shop would be shutting on Friday 16th December, which was a great shame, as it was also a good community hub.


12. Date of next meeting. The next meeting of Berrow Parish Council will be held on 8th March 2023 at 7pm in the Berrow and Pendock Village Hall.


Meeting closed at 8.15pm.


