Berrow Parish Council
Annual Parish Meeting
Minutes of the Berrow Annual Parish Meeting held on 10th May 2022 at 7pm at Berrow and Pendock Village Hall.

Present: 3 members of the Parish, The Chair and the Clerk of Berrow Parish Council.

1. Apologies: None

2. Minutes: The minutes of the Berrow Parish Annual Meeting of 18th May 2021 were confirmed as correct and signed by the Chair of the meeting.


3. Chairman’s Report:
 In May last year we were finally able to meet in person at the Village Hall again after the easing of Covid restrictions came into force phase by phase.  We therefore held our AGMs in May for the first time in two years (whilst still adhering to Covid guidelines) and all the meeting formalities were completed.   

Comings and goings:  Sadly our parish clerk Janice Kennedy gave in her notice to resign at the end of September for personal reasons and we were pleased to welcome and employ Sheelagh Tooze to the role, after advertising and interviewing for the post.  We wish Jan and her husband well for the future and thank her for all her hard work over the last 3 years.  Jan has also done some very comprehensive handover notes for the work.  
Mike Thomas wrote in to say he would definitely like to resign as a councillor and again was thanked for his valuable input over the last 30 years or so, his local knowledge will be missed.  He was given a card and present to mark his many years of service. 
Paul Lewis also resigned in December, due to an imminent house move away from the area and was thanked for his valuable input and advice to the group over the years.   
At the same December meeting Dr. Phil Thompson, who lives very locally, agreed to become a councillor and we were pleased to welcome and elect him onto the committee.       
We continue to seek new members to join us, as the group can total a maximum of 7 and we are currently only 4.  
Therefore all other vacancies are still up for co-option and there have been adverts placed on noticeboards and in the parish magazine plus word of mouth communication.    


The May annual meeting: no-one came forward for the role of Vice-Chair so no-one was elected and as per our guidelines it was agreed that if the Chair was absent for any reason meetings could still take place led by a suitable councillor as long of course as there was a Quorum.      
The Annual Return Governance statements for the last year was reviewed by the group who were happy with the compliance of such and the documents were signed off by the Chair. 
The accounts to the March year end for the year 2020/21 were duly presented, approved and signed off. 
In December the Clerk presented the Budget for the following year which after minor adjustments was  approved by the Council and showed a healthy forecast.  The precept for 2022/23 remains the same as the previous year.  
The contract for the Lengthsman’s Scheme with Worcestershire County Council was signed off by the council again and our new clerk met the lengsthman in person which was useful as she mainly deals with him on our behalf as well as arranging for his payment, once the funding has come in from Worcestershire Council to us.   
The Lengsthman provided an annual report for the council to consider in July and any issues were discussed and actions agreed upon.  
The council receive reports from the District Councillor, Bronwen Behan, either in person when she is able to attend the meetings or via a report sent to the clerk.  She has advised us of the Ward boundaries review and consultation taking place and any funding available for projects.  Her advice and input on activities within the district is welcomed and useful.  
Tom Wells, our County Councillor was able to attend far more of our meetings last year due to them being held via Zoom but this year now we are back to live meetings he has been less able to attend but any input advice we receive from him is always helpful and greatly appreciated.   
At all the meetings the Clerk presents a Finance report which is reviewed and signed off by the council and shows the accounts to be in a healthy state. 
   
Online banking: the move to online banking for the Berrow Parish account was explored but as relatively few cheques are raised and there were some issues with the system it was decided to remain with the current paper system of drawing cheques etc. The matter will be kept under review though.   Various bank mandates have been drawn up to reflect the change of personnel and signatories and these are still being processed by the bank.
 
Defibrillators in the parish: Jo Thomas decided to give up being the Guardian for the machine at Rye Cross and was thanked for doing the checks regularly since the council purchased the defibrillator.  She was also presented with a card and gift in recognition of her service to the council over the years.  Cllr. Caroline Samsonoff offered to take up the Guardian role and has been liaising with our other guardian and also the one for Hollybush and is working towards recording her entries using the online system.  Any replacement parts needed have been duly ordered and fitted. ( During this meeting, Cllr Thompson offered to write an article to go in the parish magazine highlighting the location of the machines in the area and Cllr Samsonoff asked the Clerk to order some replacement parts for the Rye Cross machine). 


The Village Hall:  This item will be covered in the report later in the meeting but during Covid the hall was not used but is now beginning to be used more regularly again and all council meetings have been live and held in the hall this year which has been so much easier.  Berrow Parish Council are required to have two representatives on the Village Hall committee so in March Cllr. Samsonoff agreed to join Cllr. Dudfield on this group. 
  
Hill Ford Three Shires Stages rally:  this was held on a Sunday in September last year and there was a mixture of feedback from local residents which is being addressed.  The organisation had some community funding available and upon application for this, Berrow Council was successful and was able to send the monies received to Pendock and Eastnor Primary schools for use to buy IT equipment.  

West Mercia Police Contact contract – the council provided the police with contact details in order for them to provide us with any relevant information and for us to highlight the main issues around here which were primarily theft in dwellings, farms and outbuildings.  
Any planning applications were duly considered and responded to but it is noted that there were considerably fewer coming through the process than in previous times.  
An Action Tracker document was introduced by the previous clerk which enables outstanding actions from the meeting to be monitored and followed up on, this is also published with the minutes so the public can be aware of happenings also.  
Discussions around the Queens Green Canopy scheme and any events happening locally to celebrate her unique Platinum Jubilee are still ongoing.  

Finally I would like to thank both the previous clerk and now our new one and all the councillors, past and present, for their hard work, contributions and support throughout what has proved still to be a year unlike any we have ever known previously.  





4. Statement of Accounts: The Finance Officer presented the statement of accounts for the year to 31st March 2022 which showed a surplus in cash flow of £1,510.57 This amount is including a payment outstanding to the Lengthsman and upkeep of the Churchyard, which will be shown in 2022/23 accounts. The Parish Council has had to replace the defibrillator pads this year which has been an added expenditure. A copy of the Accounts is given in Appendix A.
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts and Payments Account
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	For the Year End 31st March 2022
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	2020/21
	2021/22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Receipts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Precept
	
	
	
	 £    2,550.00 
	 £      2,550.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Lengthsman
	
	
	 £    1,888.00 
	 £      2,124.00 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Berrow Charities
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	VAT refund
	
	
	
	 £        108.80 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Receipts
	
	
	 £    4,438.00 
	 £      4,782.80 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Staffing costs
	
	
	1200.00
	1100.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Insurance
	
	
	
	257.60
	257.60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Audit fees
	
	
	
	30.00
	30.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Admin
	
	
	
	191.85
	195.74
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Hire of Hall
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	VAT recoverable
	
	
	43.39
	35.01
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Contribution to upkeep of Churchyard
	250.00
	0.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Website
	
	
	
	44.96
	24.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Defibrillator - Hollybush
	
	0.00
	95.88
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Election
	
	
	
	0.00
	0.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Lengthsman
	
	
	2006.00
	1534.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Total Payments
	
	
	 £    4,023.80 
	 £      3,272.23 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Surplus/(deficit) for the year
	
	 £       414.20 
	1,510.57
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	General Fund B/Fwd
	
	
	2534.18
	2,948.38
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	General Fund C/Fwd
	
	
	 £    2,948.38 
	 £      4,458.95 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Represented by:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Lloyds Bank
	
	 £    2,948.38 
	£4,458.95
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	 £    2,948.38 
	£4,458.95
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



___________________________________________________________________







5. Berrow and Pendock Village Hall Report: The Annual General Meeting of The Village Hall Committee is due to be held on 18th May 2022 at the Berrow and Pendock Village Hall. The Village Hall Committee has received a grant which was reported in the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 18th May 2021. This is to be used to improve the facilities within the Hall and the Committee are negotiating the cost of the proposed work with a local builder. The original quote exceeded the budget which the Committee have agreed to spend, so are looking at ways to reduce the cost. They are looking to start the improvements in July this year.


6. Berrow Charities Report: The Annual Meeting of the Trustees of the Susannah Cocks Nanfan Charity and the Poor Lands Charity was held on 8th March 2022 and the minutes are recorded and available to view on the Parish Council noticeboard.
There have been no changes since this meeting. The Councillors met to take a walk around the Charities land and all was good, the footpath was accessible but will need attention i.e.:  gates are in need of repair, the Clerk will investigate who is responsible for the upkeep. The Council will decide at the next Parish Council Meeting on how to distribute the Charities funds this year. Changes to Admin and Banking are now done and are awaiting processing.


7. Any further business: None.


Meeting closed at 7.50pm.
Signed
…………………………………………. (Chair)           Date…………………………… 

